AHAVAS ACHIM NEWSLETTER
APRIL 3, 2020
Candlelighting..................... 7:07 p.m.
Suggested times for Shabbat Tefillah
Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat/Maariv....... ....
..................................... 7:15 p.m.
Shacharit ..................7:00 & 8:45 a.m.
Mincha................................. 7:05 p.m.
Maariv.................................. 8:13 p.m.
Motzei Shabbat .................. 8:17 p.m.
Havdalah B'Yachad .............. 8:25 p.m.
Please remember to recite Kiddush
Levanah if you have not already done so.
For Pesach times, see separate Pesach
schedule.

SYNAGOGUE NEWS
SUNDAY HAGADOL DRASHA
You are cordially invited to watch the
Rabbi's Sunday Hagadol Drasha from
the comfort of your own home this
Sunday, April 5 at 8:00 p.m. The
Drasha is entitled: Matzah: Bread of
Healing, Bread of Faith, and can be
accessed via Zoom: https://zoom.us/
j/5757628337. Source sheets can be
found at: https://tinyurl.com/qsy5yxy.
All are encouraged to join us. The
Drasha is once again sponsored by
Mark and Sandy Abraham in memory
of their parents, Arnold Rosenberg z"l
and Helen Sue and Emanuel Abraham
z"l.

פסח/הגדול/צו

י' ניסן תש"פ

9:00 a.m. on Zoom. The siyum on
Masechet Moed Katan will be given by
Justin Hornstein commemorating the
yahrzeit of his mother, Roslynd Hornstein
z"l. To join the Siyum, use this link:
https://zoom.us/j/5757628337.

מזל טוב
Mazel Tov to Doron and Rachael Levin
on the B'not Mitzvah of their daughters,
Esther and Ariella.
Mazel Tov to Bernice Chefitz on the birth
of a great-granddaughter, Tova Malka
Spero. Mazel Tov to the grandparents,
Dalya and Harry Chefitz, and the parents,
Leora and Ezra Spero.
Mazel Tov to James Weinberger and
Miriam Oles on the birth of a grandson.
Mazel Tov to the parents, Micha and
Rachel Weinberger.
Mazel Tov to AJ and Shani Berkovitz on
moving into their new home.

BIUR CHAMETZ
On Erev Pesach this Wednesday, April
8, burn Chametz by 11:42 a.m. There
will not be a communal burning of
chametz available this year in the shul
parking lot. Nor will Edison provide a
special area for burning chametz. Please
save a very small amount of chametz
from the bedikah the night before and
burn it by yourself along with the
recitation of Kol Chamira. If burning is
not possible, one may flush the chametz
down a drain.
PLEASE NOTE: the Highland Park and
Edison Departments of Public Works
will not be allowing for drop-off of
garbage bags at their facilities as in past
years. If one has chametz in garbage
bags, they should be brought into the
street next to the curb in the HP
Borough-owned large black canisters, or
the Edison-owned large green canisters,
not in one’s personally-owned canisters,
before 11:42 a.m.

SIYUM BECHORIM
Attention all Firstborns: Ahavas Achim
will host a Siyum Bechorim on Erev
Pesach this Wednesday, April 8 at

AHAVAS ACHIM 131ST
ANNIVERSARY DINNER

Postponed to a future date!
Stay tuned for details!
Guests of Honor
Steven and Ann-Sheryl White
Robert Rosner Memorial
Young Leadership Award
Ari and Teri Sofair-Fisch
Keter Torah Award
Edward Epstein
Please patronize our sponsors!

רפואה שלמה
Please include the following  חוליםin
your תפילות.
שבע בת מלכה-בת
קלמן בן רחל
הינדה בת רייזל
אסתר בת לאה
ראובן סורה הלוי בן אסתר
מינדל בת תמימה
ביילה ליבה בת חוה פרל
ליבה שיינדל בת חוה
מאיר בן חנה ריטה
צבי דוב הלוי בן שרנה
אברהם יצחק הלוי בן רחל
פסח יהושע בן יוסף מאיר
Rabbi Dovid Adlin - הרב דוד בן פנינה
Janette Arnold - שרון בת לאה
Candi Feinberg - חנה בת נחה
Michael Greenberg -משה יעקב בן צביה
Rebetzin Devorah Hilsenrath דבורה בת חיה ביילה
Jaklin Rozen - ג'קלין בת רחל
Anny Safier - אופירה חיה בת רבקה צביה
Yussie Weiss - יוסף חיים בן בעשה
Alan White - אברהם יוסף בן פריידע
Please note: The Cholim list has been
refreshed. If you would like to resubmit a name for the cholim list, please
call the Shul office: 732-247-0532 or
email: secretary@ahavasachim.org.
YIZKOR: PESACH 5780
More than any other holiday, Pesach is
known for its traditions and family
customs. Every family has its own unique
customs in preparation for this Yom Tov
and a myriad of traditions for the Seder
nights. Many of these traditions of
Yiddishkeit were embedded within us by
previous generations.
With this in mind, our sages required us to
remember our beloved relatives on each of
the festive holidays. During our rejoicing
we pause to remember those who preceded
us.
At Yizkor, on the final day of Pesach,
when we remember beloved relatives and
Jewish martyrs, it is customary to pledge
tzedakah in their memory. Among us are
many who are, fortunately, not required to
recite Yizkor, and are blessed to still have
their loved ones with them. Still, Yizkor is
a time for every Jew to remember Jewish
2 martyrs of the past and the present.

This year, Yizkor will be recited in our
homes. Ahavas Achim will create an online
Yizkor Scroll containing the names of all
those family members being remembered,
which will be sent out over Chol HaMoed
Pesach.
Your memorial contribution will aid our
shul in sustaining its vital programs and
services. Your support will help us form a
meaningful tradition for our children to
hand down to their children. Please use this
link:
https://tinyurl.com/rua2epz
to
participate in this year's Pesach Yizkor
Scroll. May the memories of our loved
ones and of all our Jewish martyrs be a
blessing upon us.
HAVDALAH B'YACHAD
Motzei Shabbat, March 28, at 8:25 p.m.
Virtual Havdalah with the Ahavas Achim
Family.
Connect with Ahavas Achim via Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/5757628337
We have increased our Zoom capacity to
500 so everybody will be able to
participate.
This Motzei Shabbat, please use your
computer or other device to join all
together as a shul for a beautiful Havdalah.
We ask you to light your Havdalah candle,
turn down the lights, and sing along with us
as we start the new week as a community.
We look forward to seeing everyone from
afar and illuminating our homes together.
(Please note that if able to one should still
make Havdalah in the home before or after
the shul Havdalah.)
After Havdalah there will be a Daf Yomi
shiur so please stay logged in if you are
interested in learning the Daf!
MATCH CAMPAIGN AND LEARN-ATHON
As we all continue to be separated from
each other and our Shul has been closed,
the opportunity to join together in a new
and uncharted way has arisen. We are
proud to announce Congregation Ahavas
Achim's Match Campaign and Learn-aThon! The match campaign begins Sunday
evening, April 26 and runs through
Sunday night, May 3. We will be ending
the match campaign with a 12-hour virtual
learn-a-thon with exciting Torah, content
and fun for the whole family! More
information to follow!
Looking to get pumped for the event?
Check out the trailer at: https://youtu.be/
Yvdl8vhXfNQ and start spreading the
word!

DAILY INSPIRATION
Each weekday evening, the rabbi offers
a short Parsha-based Dvar Torah
between Mincha and Maariv. Would
you like to be included in a WhatsApp
group and receive these daily lessons as
we adapt to virtual shul? Please email
your
phone
number
to:
socialdistancingsurvival@gmail.com
and we will add you to our group! Let's
make it a daily dose of Parsha!
SALE OF CHAMETZ - מכירת חמץ
The biblical prohibition against
possessing Chametz on Pesach בל יראה
 ובל ימצאapplies only to Chametz which
is owned by a Jew. The rabbis
additionally prohibited the use of
Chametz after Pesach if it had been
owned by a Jew on Pesach חמץ שעבר
.  עליו הפסחNeither of these prohibitions
applies to Chametz owned by a nonJew in a Jew's home, provided it is kept
in a closed place which is set aside for
that purpose. Based on this principle,
one may sell any Chametz which one
desires to keep to a non-Jew and
purchase it back after the holiday.
Because of the intricacies involved in
making such a sale, it has become
customary for the Rabbis of the
community to act as agents and sell the
Chametz on behalf of those who desire
to do so.
You may sell your Chametz online at:
https://forms.gle/
V64myvCRKykUrY6M8. Please fill
out a separate form for members of the
family with different addresses (such as
adult children). If you desire a paper
form, please contact the shul office.
Tzedakah - צדקה
It is a tradition to give tzedakah along
with this transaction. Please visit:
http://ahavasachim.org/payment/
payment.html to make your donation
securely through PayPal or credit card.
(Select "Sale of Chametz" from dropdown menu,) Checks may also be sent
to the shul office.

OU PESACH GUIDE
The OU Pesach Guides have arrived and
are available for pickup in the vestibule at
the rear door of the shul. Members are
welcome to come during business hours to
be buzzed in or may enter the rear door
code to access the guides at any time.
ISRAEL MAY MISSION 2020
Join the Blum, Diskind, Frank,
Goldberg, Kessel, Kornmehl, Leitman,
Quint,
Schilowitz,
Schwartzbard,
Spodek
and
Wolf
families
on
Congregation Ahavas Achim's first Israel
May Mission from May 19-June 1, 2020.
The mission will include roundtrip
nonstop flights on El Al Israel Airlines
from Newark, 8 nights at the Leonardo
Plaza Hotel, 3 nights at the Carlton Hotel
in Tel Aviv, 3 day touring excursion with
experienced guides, full Israeli breakfast
daily, three dinners in Tel Aviv, Friday
night and Shabbat lunch on both
Shabbatot, lunch and dinner meals on
Shavuot, tips, transfers, and handling. The
cost per person (based on double
occupancy) is $4858. Sign up at:
arieltours.com/aamission. Please email
aamission@arieltours.com with any
questions.

SISTERHOOD NEWS
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BOOK CLUB
The next AA Sisterhood Book Club
meeting will take place on Wednesday,
April 22 at 8:00 p.m. at the home of Lisa
Goldberg, 33 North 9th Avenue,
Highland Park. The book we will be
discussing is The Storyteller's Secret by
Sejal Badani. We hope you can join us! We
hope to meet in person, but if not we will
again do Zoom.

COMMUNITY NEWS
IMPORTANT CHANGE IN
OPERATIONS FROM LEFKOVITS
FAMILY PARK MIKVAH
The Mikvah is currently by appointment
only. All preparations should be done at
home and all appointments must be made
via
the
appointment
page
on:
www.parkmikvah.org.

MEALTRAIN

Please make sure to arrive on time to
ensure social distancing and to allot
appropriate time for sanitizing between
appointments. For more information, visit
the website: www.parkmikvah.org. For
any questions or concerns, please email
hpmikvah@gmail.com.

Due to the coronavirus, please only cook
if you are healthy!

TEVILAT KEILIM PESACH 5780

Ahavas Achim is still cooking for Laura
and Eli Weiss for the birth of their
daughter. We are cooking for 2 adults and
1 child. Delivery is to 118 Donaldson St,
Highland Park. Laura is a vegetarian,
and Eli eats everything, but is allergic to
mushrooms. So, dairy meals are great.
Please make sure to note if something is
dairy. Ok to cook meat/chicken, but
please include vegetarian for Laura.
Please sign up on the mealtrain: https://
mealtrain.com/6w8eqd.
RESPIRATOR MASKS
There is an urgent need in a nearby
hospital for N95 Respirator Masks. If
you have any unused N95 Respirator
Masks, please contact the rabbi
immediately.

YAHRZEITS
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4/7
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4/9
4/10
4/13
4/15
4/16
4/17

Dr. Howard & Rena
Blau
Steve Salit
Dr. Miriam Oles
Phyllis Goldstein
Pierre Taubenblat
Hanina Hanoch
Justin Hornstein
Deborah Lewitter
Linda Pittinsky
Jane Stein
Claire Taubenblat
Shlomo Peleg
Dr. Jerald Blum
Ari Lewitter
Fredrick Rivenson
Dr. Irwin Hametz
Bernice Chefitz
Harry Chefitz
Jane Stein

Son
Father
Father
Father
Father
Father
Mother
Father
Father
Sister
Mother
Father
Mother
Mother
Mother
Mother
Husband
Father
Father

PURIM COSTUME GEMACH
UPDATE
To ensure their family's continued good
health, Shari & Michael Gordon are
asking that no costumes be returned until
after Pesach. And when there are returned,
please make sure all costumes are washed
and accessories are wiped down with a
Lysol wipe. Washing suggestion—cold/
gentle cycle and hung dry or dry cleaned.
Thank you for your understanding.

To all members of The Raritan Valley
Community,
This Pesach has come along with
unprecedented challenges in both feeling
the joyful atmosphere of the approaching
Yom Tov and fulfilling all of its Mitzvot
properly.
The pre-Pesach period has always been a
busy time for Tevilat Keilim as many
acquire new utensils for Pesach use. This is
especially true this year when so many are
making Pesach for the first time.
Unfortunately, due to social distancing we
cannot conduct business as usual at the
Ohr Torah Keilim Mikvah. The Mikvah
at Congregation Ohr Torah will be operated
with limited hours, with drop off service
only. They have therefore made special
arrangements. Please read the guidelines
(which were emailed to you separately)
carefully as we need strict adherence for
this to be successful.
Thank you and a Chag Kasher V’Sameach!
Please patronize our sponsors!
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JFS PASSOVER DRIVERS NEEDED

COPING WITH COVID STRESS

Can you help ensure that needy families
have enough to eat this Passover? Jewish
Family Services of Middlesex County
urgently needs volunteer drivers to deliver
Passover groceries this Sunday, April 5 at
9:00 a.m. at Congregation Beth Ohr in Old
Bridge. Last year, more than 500 individuals
received groceries, so your help is crucial.

The Jewish Federation in the Heart of
NJ presents session 2 of the 3-part
community-wide teleconference series,
Coping With Covid Stress, taking place
this Monday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m. with
psychologist, Dr. Kerri Weiss PhD. The
series is a welcome port in the storm of
emotions many of us are experiencing at
this time. Please join them on Zoom for
this powerful way to gain coping
strategies and connect with fellow
community members. Sign up here:
https://tinyurl.com/vnqtfjf.

PJ LIBRARY VIRTUAL PASSOVER
LEGO CHALLENGE
Join in the PJ Library Virtual Passover
Lego Challenge. Post your picture on their
Facebook page with your child's first name
and age, and you might win a Passover gift
box, full of holiday activities for your
children. Visit: https://www.facebook.com/
PJHeartNJ or check out their website:
Jewishheartnj.org/pjevents to participate.
Virtual Passover Programs: Don't forget to
follow their Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/PJHeartNJ, and check
it out often. It's the best way to get the most
updated information on daily programs,
resources, and family fun. Join them for
Passover parties, story times, kids friendly
community Seder and more. For more
information, please contact Inbar Singal,
Manager of Community Engagement at 732588-1838 or inbars@jewishheartnj.org.
YESHIVA TIFERES NAFTOLI PREPESACH CAMPAIGN
Although Yeshiva Tiferes Naftoli was not
able to have classes in Yeshiva the past
couple of weeks, their Rebbeim gave
Shiurim, and stayed in touch by phone and
conferences. The learning, Tefillot, and
Chesed are so vital during this challenging
period.
They are aware that the present health crisis
has had a severe economic impact on many.
This of course includes many Mosdot
Hatorah. As Pesach approaches they are
asking those who are in the position to do so,
please support their Yeshiva in a Pre-Pesach
Campaign. All the proceeds will be used to
pay the Rebbeim before Pesach. Please
donate online at: https://jdonations.com/
ytncnj. Or you can make out and mail a
check to: Yeshiva Tiferes Naftoli, 8998
Route 18, Old Bridge, NJ 08857. For more
information, contact them at 732-952-8384
or admin@ytncnj.org.
WOMEN'S LEARNING INITIATIVE
Tuesday Parsha class by Miri Cohen will
4 resume after Pesach.

COVID ANSWERS
The Jewish Federation in the Heart of
NJ presents Covid Answers with Dr.
Nancy Gornish MD, this Sunday, April
5 at 7:00 p.m. Dr. Nancy Gornish MD, a
board-certified
Infectious
Diseases
physician, has graciously offered to
conduct a separate teleconference to
answer questions about medical, safety,
distancing, and hygiene-related topics.
Please join them also on Zoom. Sign up
here: https://tinyurl.com/ug4w435.
JFS EMERGENCY FOOD DRIVE
Help Jewish Family Services feed our
community! Our community is facing an
unprecedented challenge, as COVID-19 is
shutting down businesses and displacing
workers. Families and seniors who
struggle with food insecurity need our
help now more than ever.
DONATIONS ARE NEEDED NOW to
buy more food. Donate online at: https://
jfsmiddlesex.org/donate-form. You can
also help by donating NON-EXPIRED
food to ensure that our community has
enough to eat during this emergency.
TIFERES
Weekly teleconferences with topics such
as shalom bayit and parenting are
available to Tiferes members. The current
teleconference is: “Purim and Pesach:
The Pressure or the Pleasure” with
Dina
Schoonmaker.
For
more
information or to become a member,
please contact Aviva Siegel at
siegelmom@gmail.com or 732-6727104. The Highland Park/Edison group of
Tiferes is l'zecher nishmat Malka bat
Shalom.

HATZOLAH ORDER FOR GLOVES
AND MASKS
Hatzolah has been getting requests for
assistance with obtaining surgical masks
and gloves due to people not being able to
find them anywhere. In response to the
requests, they are trying to make a bulk
order at this time. Taking supplyshortages into account, there is a
maximum of 20 surgical masks/family,
and 2 boxes of powder-free vinyl gloves
(sized either medium or XL). NOTE: This
is for the local community only.


Gloves: $8/box of 100

 Surgical Masks : $1/mask
To order: Please send an e-mail to
atara.erps@gmail.com in the following
format:
Subject: Please write “COVID”
Body: Write Name, Address, Cell
number, and quantity of masks/gloves.
Improperly formatted requests will be
ignored. Thank you.
OHAV EMETH VIRTUAL PREPESACH YOUTH PROGRAM
Kids in 4th grade and up are invited to
join Ohav Emeth's Virtual Pre-Pesach
Youth Program this Sunday, April 5 at
6:00 p.m. Connect via: https://zoom.us/
j/758698980. For more information,
contact Esther Greene at 732-485-6170.
GET COUNTED: CENSUS 2020
Your step-by-step guide for how to
respond online at: my2020census.gov.
English: Video Guide to Completing the
2020 Census Online can be found at:
https://tinyurl.com/wmr3usx.
For links to this same video guide in other
languages visit: https://tinyurl.com/
qv8h6x6.
RABBI WEISS' SHIUR ON
TEHILLIM
Rabbi Weiss' shiur on Tehillim will be
given online. Details to follow. Contact
Marsha Eiserman at 347-203-7906 for
information.
REBBITZEN EICHENSTEIN
Rebbitzen Eichenstein will not be having
classes until further notice. For more
information, please contact Aviva at 732672-7104 or siegelmom@gmail.com.
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